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Power of the Arts
Last month, CANFAR announced its largest
community partnership with arts-based,
youth performance group - SExT: Sex
Education by Theatre. Using this unique and
engaging approach to sexual health education,
CANFAR funded a national high school tour
led by students, for students, which aims
to reach youth in some of the most remote
communities in the country, and most
affected by the HIV epidemic.
SExT was created by Shira Taylor, an
Ottawa-born, Toronto-based actor and health
and social justice advocate, as part of her PhD
dissertation at the University of Toronto’s
Dalla Lana School of Public Health. Shira’s
vision while developing the show was to
change the way Canadians think about and
teach sexual health education. The program
was born out of Toronto’s Thorncliffe/
Flemingdon Park, an inner-city community
where sexuality is a cultural taboo and sexual
health education, a contentious issue.
“Over the past four years, SExT’s
culturally and gender diverse group of peer
educators have inspired youth to celebrate

their unique identities and to make healthy
decisions. “Partnering with CANFAR to
expand our national reach will create exciting
opportunities for cultural exchange and
demonstrate the power of theatre to activate
diverse communities and tackle public health
concerns,” says Taylor.
SExT is grounded in a culturally
inclusive, youth-led and arts-based approach,
which uses theatre to empower young people
to examine, challenge and communicate
topics that they have identified as relevant
to their lives. By providing a safe space for
youth to develop as artists and advocates in
their own communities, SExT allows them to
speak on various issues, including: consent,
racism, homophobia, HIV, STIs, pregnancy,
cyberbullying, domestic violence, and mental
health; and allows them to address these
topics creatively through a compilation of
sketches, songs, poems, raps, and dances.
Thanks to CANFAR’s Program Sponsors,
including the Slaight Family Foundation and
Great-West Life, London Life and Canada
Life, this partnership between CANFAR and
Continued on Page 2...
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26%

26% OF NEW DIAGNOSES IN CANADA ARE
YOUTH UNDER THE AGE 29. 1
1

PHAC, 2015. “HIV and AIDS in Canada: Surveillance Report to December
31, 2014.” https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/canada/health-canada/
migration/healthy-canadians/publications/diseases-conditions-maladiesaffections/hiv-aids-surveillance-2014-vih-sida/alt/hiv-aids-surveillance2014-vih-sida-eng.pdf (Table 4A).

4.3%

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE
ACCOUNT FOR 4.3%
OF THE CANADIAN
POPULATION. 2
2

9%

HOWEVER, INDIGENOUS
PEOPLE ACCOUNT FOR
9% OF CANADIANS
LIVING WITH HIV. 2

CATIE. “Indigenous People”. http://www.catie.ca/en/hiv-canada/2/2-3/2-3-4.

Teaser trailer for the SExT performance
at the Summerworks Festival 2016.

SExT is the first of its kind and provides
CANFAR with an opportunity to directly
enter remote areas of the country, such
as Northern Ontario and Northern
Saskatchewan, and reach youth in the
most relevant communities that are
disproportionately affected by HIV.
In September of 2016, the Globe
and Mail reported that the province
of Saskatchewan had nearly double
the national average of HIV infection
rates within Canada. The rates of HIV
grew to levels so high that a group of
doctors in the province declared an HIV
and AIDS public health emergency.
Even more alarming, the numbers
reported on HIV infection rates within
Saskatchewan’s Indigenous populations
were substantially higher.
Indigenous people account for
9% of Canadians living with the HIV.
This means that Indigenous people are
2.7 times more likely to contract HIV
than other Canadians.* The SExT tour
allows CANFAR to expand our national
HIV youth awareness efforts through a
creative, fun, and powerful approach to
prevention education.
The tour officially began on
May 7 th at three high schools in
Kapuskasing, Ontario, and reached
over 280 youth. Following that, the
performing cast then completed a
very successful, and well-received,
11-day tour in Northern Saskatchewan
that began on May 22 nd . During their
11-day tour, the group performed in

The cast of SExT with CANFAR's Manager of National Awareness Programs, Roxanne Ma.

21 shows, reaching 39 schools/reserves
across northern Saskatchewan, northern
Ontario and the Greater Toronto Area.
A total of over 4,000 students were
reached with this initiative.
“CANFAR is directly going into
communities where it has never gone
before. Our partnership with SExT will
ensure educational opportunities for
those young Canadians who urgently
need this type of education,” shared
CANFAR President and Chief Operating
Officer, Kyle Winters.
Dr. Daniel Grace from the University
of Toronto’s Dalla Lana School of Public
Health and member of CANFAR’s
Scientific Advisory Committee adds,
“Preventing, treating, and destigmatizing
HIV among youth in Canada requires
innovative strategies. SExT offers an
engaging and creative initiative to further
sex education among diverse young people
in Canada, using a community-based
approach that centres the voices of youth.”
CANFAR envisions that this
partnership with SExT will expand into
other provinces and communities across
the country, increasing young Canadians’
knowledge around sexual health and
decision making, and ultimately,
reducing the rate of new HIV infections.

The cast of SExT performing on stage.

*Public Health Agency of Canada: HIV/AIDS Epi Updates, November 2007.
Retrieved from: http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/aids-sida/publication/epi/pdf/epi2007_e.pdf.

Page 2

CANFAR’s 30 th – A Fundraising Recap
All of us at CANFAR are grateful to our dedicated supporters,
who helped us recognize our 30 th anniversary. Over the past year,
CANFAR had incredible success raising money in support of
Canadian HIV and AIDS research through several fundraising
initiatives. This past year we were fortunate to have 1,290 total
donors with which 142 were brand new, and 27 individuals
donated major gifts of over $5,000. Thank you to our supporters for
your generosity, and for sharing our vision to end HIV in Canada.
Here is a recap of our 30th Anniversary fundraising campaigns.

1. REMEMBERING PETER EVANS

2. LEADERSHIP GIFTS

The fundraising goal set for
the Peter Evans campaign was
$30,000 in support of Canadian
HIV and AIDS research.
Total Funds Raised: $36,190.09
Number of Donors: 362

CANFAR Board Chair, Mr.
Andrew Pringle, CM, challenged
fellow board members to give
generously in honour of CANFAR’s
30 th. In total four board members
made pledges of $30,000 each.

$

3. BSE $30K CHALLENGE
Five generous CANFAR donors:
Tom Dara, Chris Kelly, Tristan
Michela, Peter Partridge, and
Tony Pedari collectively agreed to
contribute up to $30,000 to be used
as a donor matching campaign for
Bloor Street Entertains 2017.
Total Funds Raised: $38,730.00
Number of Donors: 59

$
4. TREVOR STRATTON AND
$
30K SPRING CHALLENGE
CANFAR launched its Spring
Campaign this past April, which
featured the story of CANFAR
Ambassador, Trevor Stratton. In
addition to this campaign, donors
were challenged to participate in
our $30K Spring Challenge. Thanks
to the generous support from
Freedom International Brokerage
and CANFAR supporters, Patricia
Olasker and her husband Brett
Ledger – all donations made to
both of these campaigns were
matched up to $30,000.
Total Funds Raised: $31,526.00

SUPPORTING CANFAR THROUGH

Our Social Network

2

Mr. Ben Nauta
Branch Manager at TD
@BenNauta_TD
TD is a proud sponsor of AIDSbeat, a
fundraiser for @CANFAR @TD_Canada
#HIV #AIDSFreeGeneration

Mrs. Sonia McKenney-Bauer
Handwritten letter from a proud
supporter of CANFAR
“So good to know you all are taking some
great steps to be of help to those in need.
How good it would be if there is a cure found
to end HIV and AIDS. As you do your best to
find a cure, may you never get discouraged.”
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United in Support – Tom and Tony
How do you make decisions about
which charities you will support?
Do you do this together?

Tom Dara, and CANFAR Board Member
Tony Pedari, CPA.

Kyle Winters, President and COO of
CANFAR recently sat down with CANFAR
Board Member Tony Pedari, and his
partner Tom Dara, for a discussion about
their remarkable generousity. To date, Tom
and Tony have contributed more than
$100,000 to CANFAR.

How did you get involved in CANFAR?
TONY “My affiliation with CANFAR goes
back many years. I attended the first
Eight Ball in 1989 and was immediately
drawn to the organization. As a young
CPA, I was thinking of ways to apply my
skills and started volunteering, doing the
accounting for CANFAR for two years. I
continued to stay active, but when a board
position came up in 2009, I immediately
put my name forward.”
TOM “I had attended some of the events
in the past, but started to be more active
with CANFAR for the last nine years as
Tony joined the board and as the Legacy
Fund was being established. I saw the
Legacy Fund as a great opportunity for the
community to give back.”

TONY “Great question. There is a lot of
need in our community, and globally
today. We clearly can’t reach out to every
organization. We have decided to first focus
on a couple of charities that we are most
passionate about, contributing the lion’s
share of our time and donations there.”
TOM “We then try to support other causes
with smaller donations. We try to approach
these decisions as a couple, to show our
combined support for the organizations.”

You are recognized for your philanthropy
as a couple, do you feel it is an important
message to send to others?
TONY “Find something you are passionate
about and explore opportunities for ways
you can help. We feel it is incumbent on us
to give back in whatever way we can.”
TOM “The key message is everyone can
contribute in some capacity. Whether it
is your time, or a financial contribution,
it all helps.”

What’s your best memory of a
CANFAR event?
TONY “Above all, I fondly remember
the original Eight Ball events organized
by CANFAR’s Junior Committee, they
were closest to my heart. Meeting Rachel
McAdams at the Burrough House was
very cool.”

Your Gift of Stocks and Shares to
CANFAR can bring about a tax
credit greater than the value of
your original investment.
CANFAR.com/stocksandshares
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TOM “All of the Bloor Street Entertains have
been extraordinary events. I saw this as a
great opportunity to introduce others to the
event and the great work CANFAR does.
I would also say that the Legacy Event at
Integral House was truly special.”

Are you surprised by the progress in HIV
research and treatment?
TONY “There has been tremendous
progress made over the past 20 years.
Back then, HIV was viewed as a death
sentence. That is definitely not the case
today, which is amazing. And new
treatments, like PrEP, have demonstrated
even greater progress in prevention.
However, the infection rates continue to
rise and there is still more work that is
required, especially among at-risk youth.”

What message would you share with others
who might be considering a gift to CANFAR.
TONY “The research grants CANFAR has
provided have greatly contributed towards
this, but the job is not done. While most
of the research has global reach, we have
primarily focused research on issues that
directly impact Canadian communities,
particularly at-risk youth.”
TOM “CANFAR is a fantastic and much
needed charity. There continues to be a big
need towards research, as we move towards
a goal of finding a cure for HIV infections.”

Happy Pride Month
from all of us at CANFAR!

Director, Corporate
Donations for BMO,
Ms. Nada Ristich

Director Sales Canada,
Delta Air Lines,
Mr. Steven Larkin

Committed to CANFAR
CANFAR could not exist without the
commitment of its corporate partners.
Each year, the month of June marks the
end of our fiscal year, and as CANFAR
plans for its upcoming budget, we
recognize the importance of these
types of partnerships.
Over the past year, CANFAR
has developed multi-year corporate
partnerships to support CANFAR’s
operation, and so we can continue our
work towards ending HIV in Canada.
In fact, it is thanks to our corporate
partners’ donations and pledges that
CANFAR is proud to announce that
we have already secured 42% of our
2018–2019 fundraising objectives. We
are proud and extremely grateful to each
corporate partner who has chosen to stand
with CANFAR and fund critical HIV and
AIDS research across the country.
We would like to recognize five of
our most notable partners, who have
financially committed between 3 – 5

years to CANFAR. We sincerely thank
them for their generous support and
unwavering dedication to the cause. It is
passionate people who make up a strong
corporation, and these five individuals
have consistently showcased their passion
and determination to make a difference.
Thank you to Ms. Nada Ristich,
BMO, Mr. Steven Larkin, Delta Air
Lines, Ms. Eva Hartling, Birks,
Mr. Charlie Angelakos, Labatt and
Ms. Mary Jean Tully, Tully Luxury
Travel. It is thanks to the dedication
of people like you, and the companies
that you work with, that we will see
the dream of a world without HIV and
AIDS, become a reality.

Vice President, Birks Brand
& Chief Marketing Officer,
Ms. Eva Hartling

Vice President, Legal and
Corporate Affairs, Labatt
Mr. Charlie Angelakos

Founder and CEO,
Tully Luxury Travel,
Ms. Mary Jean Tully

Thank you to the Team at Raymond James
CANFAR would like to extend a special thank you to the team at Raymond James,
for both volunteering their time at this year’s AIDSbeat Goes to the Movies event on
Friday, May 4, 2018 and for their extremely generous donation of $2,500.
This is the second year in a row that the Raymond James team have rolled up their
sleeves to help us run our annual battle of the bands charity event. Our 2018 AIDSbeat
was a great success thanks to their committed support.
The month of May is “Raymond James Cares Month” and throughout the month
members of the Raymond James team from across the country are encouraged to get
involved in volunteer opportunities in their communities across Canada.
Thank you, Raymond James, for your support and for sharing our vision to
end HIV in Canada.

Raymond James Team
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Q5
With CANFAR-funded Researcher,
Dr. Mathieu Maheu-Giroux

Dr. Mathieu Maheu-Giroux, was
the winner of the inaugural Dr. Mark
Wainberg Award for Outstanding HIV
Research Award for his CANFARfunded research. Working out of
McGill University, his work is focused
on HIV in Quebec.

1

What is the current HIV situation
in the province?

“Over the past decade, the number of new
HIV infections in Quebec is declining
overall. However, there are certain
demographic pockets where HIV infections
remain stable, particularly within gay
men*. Gay men, Indigenous populations,
and immigrant populations living in
Canada are three populations that are
disproportionately affected.”
Quebec was the first province to introduce
PrEP: a drug that an HIV negative person
can take to prevent contracting the virus.

2

How successfully has this
drug (PrEP) been rolled out?

“Let me speak about PrEP uptake in gay
men. Studies are showing that 15% of
sexually active gay men have used PrEP,
while currently 8% are on it. While this
is a start, 90% of these gay men meet the
criteria to be on PrEP, which means there
is a long way to go in getting the drug to
everyone who can benefit from it.”

3

This is a great lead in to your
current work. Tell us about
your research.

“I am analyzing combination HIV
prevention strategies used by gay men in
Montreal. The goal is to use mathematical
data to evaluate the most effective way
to stop new HIV infections by exploring
where HIV transmission is occurring,
what combination of HIV prevention
methods can be used, and identifying
gaps in the current response.”

4

What are some of the main
methods you are studying?

“I am studying condoms, PrEP, PEP
(medication following immediate exposure
to HIV), and even HIV testing. Testing itself
is an intervention because after an HIV
diagnosis there is a strategy produced to
stop further infections. I am, however, not
looking at the potential of a vaccine in my
models, because I want to focus only on the
interventions that are currently available.”

5

What is the potential application
of your research?

“The findings can provide insight to
HIV prevention in gay men across
Canada through the combination
strategies shown to work in Montreal.
Unfortunately, there is limit in applying
these findings to other populations, such
as Injecting Drug Users, because the
circumstances and realities are different.”

*The term ‘Gay men’ is used to refer to all gay, bisexual, transgender, Two Spirit and other men who have sex with men.
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SHE’S LOVING IT

From left to right: CANFAR Scientific Advisory Committee Chair, Dr. Stanley Read, CANFAR-funded researcher,
Dr. Mathieu Maheu-Giroux, and CANFAR Senior Manager of Research, Cameron Dunkin.

Canadian HIV Research Conference Highlights
Each year, the Canadian Association of
HIV Researchers (CAHR) Conference
takes place in a different city. This year,
800 researchers, community members,
advocates, AIDS Service Organizations
and government representatives
connected in downtown Vancouver.
The conference started with a tribute to
HIV research pioneer advocate, and longtime
CANFAR Scientific Advisory Committee
Member, Dr. Mark Wainberg - who passed
away last year. CANFAR Scientific Advisory
Committee Member, Dr. Chen Liang shared
his memories, as we all reflected on the
profound impact Dr. Wainberg had within
the HIV research sector.
The CAHR Conference consistently
provides invaluable opportunities
for learning and networking. Several
CANFAR-funded researchers gave
lectures and shared posters, and CANFAR
board member, Dr. Sean Rourke provided
a plenary session announcing the strategy
to end HIV in Canada within five years.
Ending the HIV Epidemic in Canada in
Five Years is a strategic document, which
has been produced by a team of leading
doctors and researchers from across

Canada and chaired by CANFAR board
member, Bill Flanagan.
A final highlight of the conference
was the awarding of the CAHR-CANFAR
awards of Excellence. CANFAR would
like to congratulate again to Dr. Adam
Burgener, Dr. Sharon Walmsley, Dr.
Darrell Tan, Dr. Ann Burchell, and Dr.
David Brennan for your outstanding work.
Over on the other side of town,
CANFAR Senior Manager of Research
and Awareness Programs, Cameron
Dunkin, hosted a pub night event at the
Labatt Vancouver Institute with special
guest speaker, CANFAR National Youth
Ambassador Muluba Habanyama. The
evening was a great success and featured
an inciteful and informative discussion
around the need to continue increasing HIV
awareness in Canada and raise funds to
support CANFAR-funded research projects.

Thank you to McDonald’s for
supporting CANFAR’s National Youth
Ambassador, Muluba Habanyama,
by generously donating $7,500 to
offset costs associated with CANFAR
Youth Awareness Programs.

2018 JUNE CALLWOOD AWARD
RECIPIENT – VALERIE PRINGLE

Congratulations to CANFAR
National Spokesperson, Valerie
Pringle on being one of only 12
individuals, and four organizations,
from across Ontario who were
recognized with the 2018 June
Callwood Outstanding Achievement
Award for Voluntarism. The award
recognizes people and groups who
have made outstanding contributions
as volunteers in their communities.
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CANFAR SCENE
Take a look back at this past spring’s CANFAR fundraising
events.

AIDSbeat “Goes to the Movies” Judges, Billy NewtonDavis, Nicole MacAdam, and Blair Purdy.

BYWARD SOCIAL
On Tuesday, May 1, 2018,
CANFAR hosted its
2 nd Annual Byward Social
at the trendy schad boutique,
in Ottawa’s Byward Market.
This year’s special guest speaker
was Ottawa philanthropist
and mental health advocate,
Barbara Crook.

AIDSbeat 2018 Co-Chair,
Nicole Sigouin

The room at the Berkeley Church.
AIDSbeat “Goes to the Movies” was a phenomenal success.

CANFAR President & COO,
Kyle Winters, and Ottawa
philanthropist and mental health
advocate, Barbara Crook.

Lead singer of The Bar Tabs, Heela Donsky Walker.
Schad boutique was buzzing
during Byward Social 2018.
Lexpert Cup 2018 Winners, Blind Trust, rocking the stage.

Ottawa philanthropist and
mental health advocate,
Barbara Crook, and Guests.

Lead singer of Call to the Bar, Michael Hyatt.

AIDSbeat 2018 Co-Chair, David Palumbo
with Nathan Brighty.

AIDSBEAT GOES TO THE MOVIES

Guests at Byward Social 2018.
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The 2018 AIDSbeat Goes to the Movies was
on Friday, May 4th, and was a blockbuster
success, as bands paid tribute to their favourite
stories from the silver screen. In addition to the
fantastic live music, AIDSbeat featured amazing
items in the Silent Auction.
CANFAR.COM/AIDSBEAT

Watch the director’s cut of AIDSbeat “Goes to the Movies”.

President & CEO at Universal Music Canada, Jeffrey Remedios;
President & Chief Revenue Officer at Tribal Scale, Kirstine Stewart;
Can You Do Lunch? Co-Chair, Ms. Eva Hartling;
Can You Do Lunch? Co-Chair, and incoming CANFAR CEO, Mr. Alex Filiatrault.

View highlights from
Can You Do Lunch?.

CANFAR National Youth Ambassador,
Muluba Habanyama, and
CANFAR Ambassador, Trevor Stratton.

President & CEO at Universal Music Canada, Jeffrey Remedios;
President & Chief Revenue Officer at Tribal Scale, Kirstine Stewart;
CANFAR National Spokesperson, Valerie Pringle.

CAN YOU DO LUNCH?
On Wednesday, May 16 th, CANFAR once again
united business and philanthropic leaders at its annual
fundraiser, Can You Do Lunch? – Presented by Birks
The theme of this year’s Can You Do Lunch? was
Courage and Compassion in Leadership and featured a
discussion between CANFAR National Spokesperson,
Valerie Pringle; President & Chief Revenue Officer at
Tribal Scale, Kirstine Stewart; and President & CEO at
Universal Music Canada, Jeffrey Remedios, and featured
an online Silent Auction featuring many fabulous items.

Artist, Andrea Bolley, and
Scotiabank’s, Gallant Law.

CANFAR.COM/CYDL

The Globe and Mail’s, Nolan Bryant,
and Mary Symons.

Can You Do Lunch Co-Chairs,
Ms. Eva Hartling, Mr. Alex Filiatrault,
and CANFAR President & COO, Kyle Winters.

Mr. Hani Roustom, GM, Hazleton Hotel, and
Mrs. Donna Slaight.
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BILLY NEWTON-DAVIS AT AIDSBEAT

AIDSbeat 2018 Judge, Billy Newton-Davis.

CANFAR had the privilege of
welcoming Juno award-winning
vocalist, Billy Newton-Davis, as a
guest judge at our 2018 AIDSbeat Goes
to the Movies event, last month. Billy
has had a successful musical career
on Broadway, in R&B, jazz, pop and
gospel; and has been living with HIV
since 1986. Highlights of his career
include his Juno award-winning debut
album “Love is a Contact Sport”; a
Juno award-winning duet, “Can’t Live
with You, Can’t Live Without You,”
with the legendary Celine Dion; and
performing as a member of the Nylons.
The role of AIDSbeat guest judge
was not taken lightly by Billy and we
are grateful to have received such a
glowing review of his experience. In
his own words, “I loved the fact that
the competing bands were lawyers.
I said to them, ‘give up your day
jobs!’” He then went on to add, “each
player displayed great enthusiasm for
a great charity.” Thank you for your
support Billy, and we look forward
to welcoming him back as a judge for
AIDSbeat 2019.

The Catalyst is published four times a year,
and distributed electronically to friends,
supporters, volunteers, and donors. The
Canadian Foundation for AIDS Research
(CANFAR) is committed to controlling the
collection, use and disclosure of personal
information provided by its supporters.
CANFAR does not rent, sell or trade
information provided by its supporters.
CANFAR collects and uses personal
information primarily for the purpose
of issuing a tax receipt, communicating
information about our programs or events,
and soliciting donations. You can change your
communication preferences or unsubscribe at
any time by contacting the CANFAR office at
info@CANFAR.com or 416-361-6281.
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Stepping Stones
Since the expansion of its National
Awareness Programs, CANFAR has
invested in youth mentorship and
leadership opportunities to enhance our
national youth awareness programs, and
provide relevant professional experience
and skills development for students
interested in entering this field. Since 2016,
CANFAR’s Manager of National Awareness
Programs, Roxanne Ma, has worked with
students from the George Brown Social
Work and Community Services Program,
Seneca College’s Non-Profit Leadership
Program, and the University of Toronto’s
Community Engaged Learning and
Community Engaged Research Programs.
Additionally, CANFAR has successfully
received funding from the Canada Summer
Jobs Program twice, having recruited
a total of three summer students in 2016
and 2018 to provide direct support to our
national awareness programs.
This fall, two of CANFAR’s prior interns
and summer students will be attending the
University of Toronto’s Dalla Lana School
of Public Health to pursue the Masters of
Public Health (MPH) Program. One of
the students who was a recent academic
intern, Heather Abela, commented, “My
experience at CANFAR was a highlight of
my undergrad.” Another recent academic

CANFAR's Manager of National Awareness Programs,
Roxanne Ma, and CANFAR Interns Heather Abela
and Braden Kenny – Taken at the University of
Toronto, at the New College Community Engaged
Learning and Research Symposium.

intern, Braden Kenny, will be pursuing a
Masters of Education at the Ontario Institute
for Studies in Education (OISE).
CANFAR is proud to provide enriching
opportunities for students, and is immensely
grateful for the continuous support of young,
ambitious scholars. We look forward to
welcoming future interns to experience the
mentorship and leadership opportunities,
which exist at CANFAR. If you're interested
in interning with CANFAR, please visit
CANFAR.com/volunteer.

Every donation,
no matter how big or small,
helps to nurture our growth.
Donate Today.
CANFAR.com/monthlygift

NEW LEADERSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT

Ending HIV in Canada – CANFAR's Refined Focus
Since CANFAR’s inception in 1987, the
specter of HIV and AIDS has changed
dramatically. CANFAR funded-research
has advanced the work of HIV prevention,
diagnosis, treatment and care across the
country, while also supporting research
into basic foundations of treatment, and
the search for a cure for people around
the world. Additional CANFAR initiatives
have expanded awareness about HIV across
the country, while promoting prevention
and challenging stigma. CANFAR sector
engagement has created meaningful
partnerships with organizations and
government - supporting people living with
HIV, and with the HIV community.
HIV has changed dramatically
over the past 30 years, and advances in
treatment and care mean that people with
HIV are now able to live full, productive
lives. However, there are still over 2,300
new HIV infections in Canada each year,
with an estimated 65,000 people living
with HIV in the country. Key populations
face challenges including lack of awareness
and testing, stigma, treatment side-effects,
and complications that make accessing and
maintaining treatment a challenge.
Considering these current realities,
CANFAR brought together a group of
leading HIV researchers and experts from
across the country to determine what key
areas of focus need to be prioritized to end
HIV in Canada. The group produced a
document titled Ending the HIV Epidemic
in Five Years, which is guiding CANFAR’s
direction going forward.

Based on the knowledge and tools
that are available, CANFAR will use its
recognized national HIV leadership to
encourage the federal and provincial
governments, HIV research funding bodies,
and AIDS Service Organizations to prioritize
four key areas: enhanced HIV prevention,
increased HIV testing, expanded access and
retention in treatment for those living with
HIV, and ending HIV stigma. These four
priorities are the cornerstones for ending
HIV in Canada.
CANFAR’s awareness programs will
support these four priorities, through
targeted educational and awareness
initiatives, focused on youth in classrooms,
as well as youth from demographics that
are disproportionately affected by HIV.
Research funding will remain
central to CANFAR’s mission. Excellence
in innovative research projects and
partnerships will continue to be our priority.
Although research into the four key areas
will receive special attention, we will
continue to support exceptional innovation
projects in all areas of HIV research.
CANFAR Research Cycle 30 is
anticipated to launch a Request for
Proposals in December 2018, with a focus
on grants for new researchers, or pilot
projects, primarily advancing one, or more
of the four key areas. Further details for the
prioritization and fund allocation will be
provided at a later date.

Mr. Andrew Pringle, CM Chair of the
Board of Directors of the Canadian
Foundation for AIDS Research is pleased
to announce the appointment of Mr.
Alex Filiatrault as Chief Executive
Officer of CANFAR effective Monday,
June 25 th. Mr. Filiatrault is a longstanding supporter of CANFAR, and
in 2016 was presented with CANFAR’s
Volunteer of the Year Award. Widely
recognized across the country for his
creativity and leadership, Mr. Filiatrault
has had a distinguished career in the
luxury hotel industry. Mr. Pringle
observed that “Alex brings a unique
combination of skills to CANFAR, both
as an established brand ambassador and
an astute business development expert.”
Mr. Filiatrault stated “I’m
looking forward to leading the team at
CANFAR, and getting better acquainted
with our donors, volunteers and
supporters. HIV is a critical issue in
Canada, and CANFAR continues to be
a trailblazer in terms of eradicating the
disease. I am excited about contributing
to the outstanding work done by this
important organization.”

Mr. Filiatrault succeeds Kyle
Winters who is stepping down as
President of CANFAR after three years
with the foundation. Mr. Pringle noted,
“We are very grateful to Kyle for the
boundless energy, and business rigour
that he brought to CANFAR, and
we wish him all the best in this next
chapter of his career”.
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INNOVATION CHALLENGE
IN SUPPORT OF HIV AND AIDS RESEARCH

Innovative Research Is The Solution
The Canadian Foundation for AIDS Research (CANFAR) Scientific
Advisory Committee, conducts a peer review process that identifies the
best possible HIV research projects across Canada. Through this process,
CANFAR awards both seed grants and sustainable grants, which help
bring these projects to fruition.

BMO’s Commitment To The Solution

X
=

BMO and CANFAR are jointly launching the BMO Innovation
Challenge − in support of HIV and AIDS research. The goal set for this
challenge is to raise $1 million. BMO has generously pledged $100,000,
over the next five years.

The Ask

Will My Contribution Make a Difference?

BMO and CANFAR want to increase the progress of research projects
being conducted by Canadian HIV and AIDS researchers.

Yes! With your company’s support, and through cutting edge
research, CANFAR will continue to work to greatly reduce the
current annual rate of 2,500 new HIV infections across Canada.
Your support will allow CANFAR to invest in the highest quality
HIV and AIDS research projects nationwide.

We are asking your company to commit to donating $30,000 over the
next five years towards this initiative and be publicly recognized as a
leader in HIV research funding. With your commitment, and BMO’s
capstone donation, we will achieve our goal of raising $1 million for
innovative HIV and AIDS research.

Take part in the BMO Innovation Challenge by visiting:
CANFAR.com/BMOchallenge.

THE CANADIAN FOUNDATION FOR AIDS RESEARCH (CANFAR)
2200 YONGE STREET, SUITE 1600, TORONTO, ON M4S 2C6
T: 416-361-6281 TF: 1-844-4-CANFAR WWW.CANFAR.COM
CHARITABLE REGISTRATION NUMBER: 1 1883 1437RR0001
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